
Scientific, Technical and Financial Co-operation 

163. Of itself, however, emergency aid will not go far in relieving want and famine when these 
are caused—as they so often are—by the primitive state of a nation's economy. The only 

permanent remedy for this is to make use of every possible means of providing these citizens 
with the scientific, technical and professional training they need, and to put at their disposal the 

necessary capital for speeding up their economic development with the help of modern 
methods.  

164. We are aware how deeply the public conscience has been affected in recent years by the 
urgent need of supporting the economic development and social progress of those countries 

which are still struggling against poverty and economic disabilities.  

165. International and regional organizations, national and private societies, all are working 
towards this goal, increasing day to day the measure of their own technical co-operation in all 

productive spheres. By their combined efforts thousands of young people are being given 
facilities for attending the universities of the more advanced countries, and acquiring an up-to-
date scientific, technical and professional training. World banking institutes, individual States 
and private persons are helping to furnish the capital for an ever richer network of economic 

enterprises in the less wealthy countries. It is a magnificent work that they are doing, and We 
are most happy to take this occasion of giving it the praise that it deserves. It is a work, 

however, which needs to be increased, and We hope that the years ahead will see the wealthier 
nations making even greater efforts for the scientific, technical and economic advancement of 

those political communities whose development is still only in its initial stages.  

 

 

Respecting the True Hierarchy of Values 

175. Scientific and technical progress, economic development and the betterment of living 
conditions, are certainly valuable elements in a civilization. But we must realize that they are 

essentially instrumental in character. They are not supreme values in themselves.  

176. It pains Us, therefore, to observe the complete indifference to the true hierarchy of values 
shown by so many people in the economically developed countries. Spiritual values are ignored, 
forgotten or denied, while the progress of science, technology and economics is pursued for its 

own sake, as though material well-being were the be-all and end-all of life. This attitude is 
contagious, especially when it infects the work that is being done for the less developed 

countries, which have often preserved in their ancient traditions an acute and vital awareness of 
the more important human values, on which the moral order rests.  

177. To attempt to undermine this national integrity is clearly immoral. It must be respected 
and as far as possible clarified and developed, so that it may remain what it is: a foundation of 

true civilization.  

 


