
b) The Church is God's family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the 

necessities of life. Yet at the same time caritas- agape extends beyond the frontiers of the 

Church. The parable of the Good Samaritan remains as a standard which imposes universal love 

towards the needy whom we encounter “by chance” (cf. Lk 10:31), whoever they may be. 

Without in any way detracting from this commandment of universal love, the Church also has a 

specific responsibility: within the ecclesial family no member should suffer through being in 

need. The teaching of the Letter to the Galatians is emphatic: “So then, as we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (6:10). 


