26. It is not science that redeems man: man is redeemed by love. This applies even in terms of
this present world. When someone has the experience of a great love in his life, this is a moment
of “redemption” which gives a new meaning to his life. But soon he will also realize that the love
bestowed upon him cannot by itself resolve the question of his life. It is a love that remains
fragile. It can be destroyed by death. The human being needs unconditional love. He needs the
certainty which makes him say: “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38- 39). If this
absolute love exists, with its absolute certainty, then—only then—is man “redeemed”, whatever
should happen to him in his particular circumstances. This is what it means to say: Jesus Christ
has “redeemed” us. Through him we have become certain of God, a God who is not a remote
“first cause” of the world, because his only-begotten Son has become man and of him everyone
can say: “I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20).



